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Record Yields Expected for Corn and Cotton

Tennessee farmers are expecting record yields for their corn
and cotton crops this year, according to a September 1 Yield
Survey conducted by the Tennessee Agricultural Statistics
Service.  Yield expectations improved from the previous
month’s forecast for most of Tennessee’s row crops, as all
seemed to have benefitted from favorable growing conditions
during August.  Timely showers provided sufficient moisture
for crops and pastures, while moderate temperatures provided
relief from typical August heat.  The September forecast,
which is based on farmers’ expectations of final yields as of
the first of the month, showed the following results:  Corn,
140 bushels per acre, up 9 bushels from a year earlier and a
new state record; Cotton, a record 827 pounds per acre and
21 pounds above 2003; Soybeans, 39 bushels per acre, down
2 bushels from a year ago; and Burley Tobacco, 1,900
pounds per acre, unchanged from last year.

Highest Corn Production Since 1917

The State’s corn production is forecast at 88.2 million
bushels, up 7 percent from 2003 and the largest production in
87 years.  Corn yields are expected to average 140 bushels
per acre, 9 bushels better than last year and a new record
yield.  If realized, this would surpass the record yield of 132
bushels set in 2001 by 8 bushels.  Acreage for grain is
unchanged from 2003's total of 630,000 acres.  Weather
conditions during August were ideal and helped bolster a
potentially excellent crop.  As of September 5, 88 percent of
the crop was rated in good-to-excellent condition with one-
fifth of the acreage harvested, about a week behind normal.

Soybean Production Down Slightly

Tennessee’s soybean production is forecast at 44.5 million
bushels, 3 percent below a year ago but 5 percent above last
month.  Based on conditions as of September 1, yields are

expected to average 39 bushels per acre, up two bushels from
last month but two bushels below the 2003 record yield of 41
bushels per acre.  Acreage for harvest is estimated at 1.14
million acres, up 20,000 acres from last year.  Favorable
weather conditions during August proved beneficial for the
crop’s development with progress running ahead of normal
and a full two weeks ahead of last year’s crop.  Despite a few
occurrences of insects and diseases, the crop has been rated
in mostly good condition throughout the season.  As of
September 5, 17 percent of the acreage was dropping leaves
and early harvest had begun in a few areas.

Record Cotton Yield Projected

Cotton production is forecast at 930,000 bales, up 40,000
bales from last year and the second  highest production on
record since 978,000 bales were produced in 2001.  The
State’s cotton yield is forecast at 827 pounds of lint per acre,
21 pounds above last year and, if realized, a new state record.
Producers expect to harvest 540,000 acres, up 2 percent from
2003.  Timely rains during August helped the crop remain in
mostly good-to-excellent condition throughout the month;
however, below normal temperatures slowed crop
development.  As of September 5, a fourth of the acreage had
open bolls, a week to 10 days behind normal.  Defoliation
was just getting underway.

Burley Yield and Production Unchanged

Tennessee’s burley tobacco growers expect to produce 47.5
million pounds, up 6 percent from last month but unchanged
from 2003.  Average burley yield is forecast at 1,900 pounds
per acre, up 100 pounds from last month but the same as the
previous year.  Producers plan to harvest 25,000 acres, also
unchanged from a year ago.  Warm, dry weather in the major
producing areas aided in the improvement of the crop during
August.  Despite disease problems such as blue mold and
black shank, conditions have been rated mostly good overall.
As of September 7, burley harvest had reached 58 percent
completion, air-cured 64 percent complete, and fire-cured 61
percent finished, all progressing in line with normal.  Yields
per acre are forecast at 3,000 pounds for Type 22, up 20
pounds from a year earlier; 3,400 pounds for Type 23, 50
pounds above the previous year; and 2,400 pounds for Type
35, unchanged from last year.
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United States:  Corn production is forecast at 11.0 billion bushels, up fractionally from last month and 8 percent above 2003.  Based
on conditions as of September 1, yields are expected to average 149.4 bushels per acre, up 0.5 bushel from August and 7.2 bushels
above last year.  If realized, both production and yield would be the largest on record.  The previous record for both was set last
year when production was estimated at 10.1 billion bushels and yield was 142.2 bushels per acre.  Yields are forecast at record high
levels in all Corn Belt States, except Minnesota and Wisconsin, as weather conditions have been mostly favorable throughout the
growing season.  However, brief periods of freezing temperatures in the northern Corn Belt and adjacent areas of the Great Plains
raised concerns about the crop being able to fully develop before a killing frost occurs.

Soybean production is forecast at 2.84 billion bushels, down 1 percent from the August forecast but 17 percent above 2003.  If
realized, this would be the second highest production on record.  Based on conditions as of September 1, yields are expected to
average 38.5 bushels per acre, down 0.6 bushel from August.  Below-normal temperatures and adequate moisture across most of
the Corn Belt, the Great Plains, and the Delta in August favored the soybean crop during the critical stages of development.
However, yield prospects declined in the northern tier of States due to cool weather.  A brief period of freezing temperatures slowed
the development of a crop already behind in maturity in North Dakota and Minnesota.

All cotton production is forecast at 20.9 million 480-pound bales, up 4 percent from last month and 14 percent above last year's 18.3
million bales.  Yield is expected to average 758 pounds per acre, up 31 pounds from last month and 28 pounds from 2003.  If
realized, both production and  yield would be the largest on record.  Compared with August, production increased in Arizona,
Arkansas, New Mexico, North Carolina, and Texas, offsetting declines in Missouri, Tennessee, and Virginia.  Harvested area, at
13.2 million acres, is down 1 percent from August but up 10 percent from 2003.  Conditions improved in Arkansas, California, and
Texas, leading to higher yield expectations than last month.

Crop Forecasts: Tennessee and United States, September 1, 2004, with Comparisons

Crop Unit
Harvested Acres Yield Per Acre Production

2003
 Indicated

2004 2003
Indicated

2004 2003
Indicated

2004
Thousands Number of Units Thousands

Tennessee
Apples lb. --- --- --- --- 12,000 10,000
Corn for grain bu. 630 630 131 140 82,530 88,200
Cotton1 lb. 530 540 806 827 890 930
Hay, All (excluding Alfalfa) ton 2,000 1,950 2.30 2.50 4,600 4,875
Peaches lb. --- --- --- --- 3,500 3,500
Soybeans bu. 1,120 1,140 41.0 39.0 45,920 44,460
Tobacco, All lb. 31.14 31.38 2,108 2,118 65,632 66,472
  E. Dark-fired (22) lb. 5.2 5.4 2,980 3,000 15,496 16,200
  W. Dark-fired (23) lb. .4 .42 3,350 3,400 1,340 1,428
  Burley (31) lb. 25.0 25.0 1,900 1,900 47,500 47,500
  One-sucker (35) lb. .54 .56 2,400 2,400 1,296 1,344
Winter Wheat bu. 270 280 50.0 48.0 13,500 13,440
United States
Apples lb. --- --- --- --- 8,613,300 9,365,900
Corn for grain bu. 71,139 73,377 142.2 149.4 10,113,887 10,960,710
Cotton1 lb. 12,003 13,223 730 758 18,255 20,895
Hay, All (excluding Alfalfa) ton 39,764 39,363 2.03 2.15 80,816 84,499
Peaches lb. --- --- --- --- 2,519,000 2,598,400
Soybeans bu. 72,321 73,655 33.4 39.1 2,417,565 2,835,989
Tobacco, All lb. 411,150 413,550 1,952 2,134 802,654 882,568
  E. Dark-fired (22) lb. 7.80 8.10 3,013 3,067 23,504 24,840
  W. Dark-fired (23) lb. 2.90 2.92 3,505 3,571 10,165 10,428
  Burley (31) lb. 152.30 156.30 1,850 1,929 281,698 301,450
  One-sucker (35) lb. 2.84 2.86 2,748 2,923 7,805 8,359
Winter Wheat bu. 36,541 34,825 46.7 42.8 1,707,069 1,489,408
1 Production in 480-lb. net weight bales.  U.S. production includes American-Pima cotton. 
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Cotton Ginnings: Running Bales Ginned(Excluding Linters) Prior to September 15, Crop Years 2001-2004

State
Running Bales Ginned

2001 2002 2003 2004
All Cotton

AL 1 3,150 1 1

AZ 16,850 12,300 14,650 25,250
AR 26,250 3,150 1 1

CA 1,700 1 0 0
GA1 1,650 21,150 1 12,800
LA 4,550 18,650 30,700 4,350
MS 16,900 45,650 54,250 13,200
MO 6,800 1 0 0
NC 0 100 0 1

SC 1 200 0 0
Tennessee 6,400 1 0 0
TX 720,000 790,900 855,450 1,099,950

US 801,700 898,000 958,400 1,156,550
1 Not published to avoid disclosing individual gins, but included in the U.S.totals.

Farm Production Expenditures Down 2 Percent

Tennessee farm production expenditures during 2003 were 2.65 billion dollars, down 2 percent from the previous year's
record high of $2.71 billion.  Categories showing the largest percentage decline over 2002, were feed purchased, repair
and maintenance of capital items, and petroleum fuel and oil expenses.  While total expenditures were down slightly, a
number of categories saw a rise in expenses, such as rent received by nonoperator landlords, electricity, and seed
purchased.   

Farm Production Expenses: Tennessee, 1999-2003

Purchased inputs 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003
Million Dollars

Feed Purchased 284.5 281.9 282.2 342.1 233.1
Livestock & Poultry Purchased 81.7 85.9 93.1 80.0 80.2
Seed Purchased 88.4 88.6 95.7 143.7 156.8
Fertilizer & Lime 182.0 178.9 182.2 179.5 178.4
Pesticides 107.4 97.6 100.4 107.5 109.4
Petroleum Fuel & Oils 83.4 104.9 99.5 113.3 104.8
Electricity 23.2 22.9 26.8 26.3 41.9
Repair & Maintenance of Capital Items 194.7 202.2 193.6 247.1 196.1
Contract & Hired Labor 174.8 169.0 178.0 221.8 229.3
Property Taxes 87.3 91.0 91.0 98.4 103.1
Capital Consumption 533.6 546.0 564.5 573.0 572.5
Net Rent Rec’d by Nonoperator Landlords 38.8 22.8 27.8 13.1 24.9
Real Estate and Nonreal Estate Interest 195.2 216.0 197.3 199.3 203.1
Other Miscellaneous 353.1 315.7 345.2 366.8 414.7

Total Production Expenses 2,428.1 2,423.4 2,477.3 2,711.9 2,648.3
Source:  Economic Research Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture, August 2004.
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U.S. Slaughter:  Cattle slaughter totaled 2.82 million head, down 10 percent from August 2003. The average live weight was up
27 pounds from the previous year, at 1,252 pounds.  Calf slaughter totaled 72,800 head, down 9 percent from August 2003. The
average live weight was 26 pounds above last year, at 320 pounds. Hog kill totaled 8.72 million head, 8 percent above August 2003.
The average live weight was 2 pounds above the previous year, at 262 pounds.  Sheep slaughter totaled 232,600 head, 4 percent
below last year. The average live weight was 129 pounds, unchanged from August a year ago. 

Livestock Slaughter1: United States, August 2003 and 2004

Species
Number

Slaughtered
Total

Live Weight
Average

Live Weight
      2003     2004       2003     2004       2003    2004

1,000 Head 1,000 Pounds Pounds
Cattle 3,139 2,819 3,846,377 3,529,724 1,225 1,252
Calves 80 73 23,432 23,293 294 320
Hogs 8,058 8,720 2,098,465 2,283,391 260 262
Sheep & lambs 242 233 31,262 30,109 129 129
1  Includes slaughter under Federal inspection and other commercial slaughter (excludes farm slaughter).

August Egg Production:  U.S. egg production totaled 7.52 billion during August 2004, up 2 percent from last year.
Production included 6.43 billion table eggs, and 1.09 billion hatching eggs, of which 1.03 billion were broiler-type and 60.0
million were egg-type.  The total number of layers during August 2004 averaged 342 million, up 2 percent from a year earlier.
August egg production per 100 layers was 2,197 eggs, down slightly from August 2003. 

Layers & Eggs:  Layers on Hand and Eggs Produced 
by Selected States and United States, During August 2003 and 2004

Selected States
 Table Egg Layers in

 Flocks 30,000 or more All Layers 1
Eggs per 100 for

All Layers 1

2003 2004 2003 2004 2003 2004
1,000 1,000 Number

Alabama 2,176 1,944 9,727 9,493 1,902 1,907
Arkansas 4,392 3,898 14,824 13,980 1,916 1,888
Georgia 10,958 10,918 20,230 20,054 2,101 2,084
North Carolina 3,372 3,277 10,500 10,757 1,990 1,962
All Other States2 249,526 257,386 279,051 287,755 2,245 2,238
United States 270,424 277,423 334,332 342,039 2,203 2,197
1 Includes all layers and eggs produced in both table egg and hatching egg flocks regardless of size.  2 Tennessee included in other states.


